
	 	 	 	
	

PRESS RELEASE 
 

Raymond Antrobus Announced as Poet of the Fair 
 

As sales of poetry hit record levels in the UK, LBF’s Poets’ Corner explores 
why poetry is the medium of the moment 

 
William Sieghart, Joolz Sparkes, Joseph Coelho, and Instapoetry mega-star 

Rupi Kaur’s publisher join the line-up 
 

London. 7 February 2019. The London Book Fair has announced that award-winning poet, 
Raymond Antrobus, will headline the Fair’s poetry line-up as Poet of the Fair in March. 
 
Raymond Antrobus has received numerous accolades, including the Poetry Book Society 
Choice, and took the poetry scene by storm with his electrifying performances at 
Glastonbury and Latitude. His debut collection The Perseverance, published by Penned in 
the Margins, has been widely acclaimed for its powerful exploration of the poet’s own British-
Jamaican heritage and d/Deaf experience. Antrobus himself is deaf and the book describes 
his own experience as well stories of other deaf people. 
 
Antrobus will be at the Fair on Wednesday 13 March. He will be in conversation about his 
work in LBF’s Poet’s Corner, which is sponsored by National Book Council, joining a line-up 
of poets, publishers, journalists, educators and more. 
 

 
 

Figures released in January 2019 reveal poetry sales are at an all-time high, with two thirds 
of buyers under the age of 34. In 2018 1.3 million volumes of poetry were sold in the UK, an 
uplift of 12 per cent, with two thirds of buyers aged under 34 (Source: Nielsen via the 
Guardian). 
 
LBF’s Poet’s Corner will host daily sessions on poetry, with other speakers and 
organisations confirmed including William Sieghart, Joseph Coelho, One Plum Poems, 
NCLA, the National Trust, CLPE, and Times Literary Supplement. Kirsty Melville, President 



	 	 	 	
	

and Publisher of Andrews McMeel, will share the inside story on Rupi Kaur, the multi-million 
selling Instapoet. 
 
Raymond Antrobus commented: “I am honoured and humbled to be appointed the second 
ever Poet of the Fair. I hope my presence enlivens and advocates for poetry and proves it is 
an artform living both on and off the page, living democratically among readers of all kinds, 
younger or older.” 
 
Jacks Thomas, Director at The London Book Fair, said: “Following a record-breaking 
year of poetry sales in 2018, we’re hugely excited to be continuing to place poetry at the 
heart of The London Book Fair, and to be hosting our second Poet of the Fair.” 
 
The Poet’s Corner Line-Up, sponsored by National Book Council, Includes: 

• Instapoetry: an insider’s guide		(Tuesday 12 March, 10am) Kirsty Melville of publisher 
Andrews McMeel discovered Rupi Kaur, launching Milk and Honey and Kaur’s 
second book The Sun and Her Flowers to huge success - combined sales are now 
over 5 million copies. Melville will give the inside story of Instapoetry’s biggest star. 

• Redactions / Redirections: Poetry and the Digital – with Theresa Muñoz and 
Newcastle Centre for the Literary Arts (Tuesday 12 March, 1pm) 

• In Poetry, Truth: Why Poetry is Good for the Soul, with William Sieghart – William 
Sieghart in conversation with Nicolette Jones (Tuesday 12 March, 2:30pm) 

• Present Poetry: How and Why Poetry is Claiming a Growing Portion of the Gift 
Market – featuring One Plum Poems, National Trust and Poetry Book Society 
(Tuesday 12 March, 4pm) 

• London Undercurrents – Poems About London’s Unsung Heroines with Joolz 
Sparkes and Hilaire (Wednesday 13 March, 11:30am) 

• Who Do We Think We Are Talking To? - Writing, Publishing and Reviewing Poetry 
Now – a discussion with TLS editors Michael Caines, Alan Jenkins and Camille 
Ralphs and guests (Wednesday 13 March, 1pm) 

• The Poet of the Fair, Raymond Antrobus, in conversation with Isobel Colchester of 
Poet in the City (Wednesday 13 March, 4pm) 

• Poetry in Schools: the inspiring real life stories behind the figures – presented by 
Charlotte Hacking of CLPE, with input from Joseph Coelho (Thursday 14 March, 
1pm) 

• Poetry Home Truths: how poetry can build a community – Catherine Mann of 
Staffordshire Libraries, Chloe Garner of the Ledbury Festival chaired by John 
Newman of the Newham Bookshop (Thursday 14 March, 2:30pm) 

 
Poet of the Fair was first introduced at The London Book Fair in 2018 with Imtiaz Dharker as 
the inaugural Poet of the Fair. Raymond Antrobus will be the second ever Poet of the Fair. 
  
Raymond Antrobus will be in conversation with Isobel Colchester (Poet in the City) in the 
LBF Poet’s Corner at 4pm on Wednesday 13th March. For the full poetry programme at LBF 
2019 please visit: https://www.londonbookfair.co.uk/Whats-On/Insights-Seminar-
Programme1/2019-Programme/#  
 

To apply for a press pass to The London Book Fair, please visit: 
www.londonbookfair.co.uk/pressreg 

 
- Ends     - 

 
For further information, and to request interviews, please contact: Edwina Boyd-Gibbins, 
Midas Public Relations, 0207 361 7860 edwina.boyd-gibbins@midaspr.co.uk  



	 	 	 	
	

 
Notes to editors:  

2019 SHOW DATES 
12-14 MARCH 2019 

THE LONDON BOOK FAIR, OLYMPIA, LONDON 
www.londonbookfair.co.uk 

 
RAYMOND ANTROBUS 
Raymond Antrobus was born in London, Hackney to an English mother and Jamaican father, he is the author of 
'Shapes & Disfigurements', 'To Sweeten Bitter' and 'The Perseverance' (PBS Winter Choice, A Sunday Times & 
The Guardian Poetry Book Of The Year 2018). Also in 2018 he was awarded 'The Geoffrey Dearmer Prize', 
(Judged by Ocean Vuong), for his poem 'Sound Machine'.  
 
He is the recipient of fellowships from Cave Canem, Complete Works 3 and Jerwood Compton. He is also one of 
the world's first recipients of an MA in Spoken Word education from Goldsmiths University.  
Raymond is a founding member of 'Chill Pill' and 'Keats House Poets Forum' and is a board member at 'The 
Poetry School'. His poems have been published in POETRY, Poetry Review, News Statesman, The Deaf Poets 
Society, as well as in anthologies from Bloodaxe, Peepal Tree Press and Nine Arches. 
 
Raymond has read and performed his poetry at festivals (Glastonbury, Latitude, BOCAS etc) to universities 
(Oxford, Goldsmiths, Warick etc). He has won numerous slams (Farrago International Slam Champion 2010, The 
Canterbury Slam 2013 and was joint winner at the Open Calabash Slam in 2016).  
His poetry has appeared on BBC 2, BBC Radio 4, The Big Issue, The Jamaica Gleaner, The Guardian and at 
TedxEastEnd.  
 
Sky Arts and Ideas Tap listed Raymond in the top 20 promising young artists in the UK. The Fadar listed 
Raymond as a Writer Of Colour to watch out for. He divides his time between London, UK and Kingston, 
Jamaica. 
 
NATIONAL POETRY DAY 
National Poetry Day is a mass participation campaign that inspires all to enjoy, discover and share poems. The 
celebrations fall this year on 3rd October and everyone is invited to join in, whether by organizing or attending an 
event or simply posting a line of poetry on social media with #NationalPoetryDay. The theme, this year, is truth. 
National Poetry Day is co-ordinated by Forward Arts Foundation and enjoys the support of the BBC, Arts Council 
England, the Royal Mail and leading literary and cultural organisations, alongside booksellers, publishers, 
libraries and schools. Last year the campaign was #1 global trend topic on Twitter with total reach of 734.5m. For 
more information, visit: https://nationalpoetryday.co.uk/  
 
FORWARD ARTS FOUNDATION 
Forward Arts Foundation promotes public knowledge, understanding and enjoyment of poetry in the UK and 
Ireland. It widens poetry’s audience, honouring achievement and supporting talent through a number of 
charitable initiatives. These include National Poetry Day and the Forward Prizes for Poetry. The Foundation also 
coordinates the national campaign for poetry year-round by working closely with schools and libraries and 
encouraging the poetry and literature/literacy sectors to collaborate as a UK-wide poetry network on marketing, 
digital communications and education. As a National Portfolio Organisation of Arts Council England, it currently 
prioritises initiatives that build robust evidence of poetry’s potential for positive social impact. 
 
THE POETRY BOOK SOCIETY 
The Poetry Book Society was founded by TS Eliot in 1953 to "propagate the art of poetry”. Every quarter the 
expert PBS Selectors choose the best new poetry books to send to PBS members, alongside the new-look PBS 
Bulletin featuring exclusive interviews with major international poets. The PBS offers a range of memberships 
from the magazine-only Associate Membership to Charter Education Membership for schools and libraries, 
including teaching tips and education posters. The PBS also co-runs the prestigious Mslexia Women’s Poetry 
Competition and will co-host the Northern Poetry Symposium on 2rd May 2019 at Sage Gateshead. Find out 
more at www.poetrybooks.co.uk or follow their social media @poetrybooksoc. 
 
THE LONDON BOOK FAIR (LBF) 
The London Book Fair (LBF) is the global marketplace for rights negotiation and the sale and distribution of 
content across print, audio, TV, film and digital channels. Taking place every spring in the world’s premier 
publishing and cultural capital, it is a unique opportunity to explore, understand and capitalise on the innovations 
shaping the publishing world of the future. LBF brings you direct access to customers, content and emerging 
markets. LBF 2019, the 48th Fair, will take place from 12-14 March 2019, Olympia London. LBF’s London Book 
and Screen Week will run for the third year, with the book fair as the pivotal three-day event within a seven-day 
programme. For further information, please visit: www.londonbookfair.co.uk 
 



	 	 	 	
	

REED EXHIBITIONS BOOKS & PUBLISHING  
Reed Exhibitions Books & Publishing portfolio consists of six trade and public book fairs taking place in some of 
the most important and dynamic book markets in the world: Brazil, France, Japan, UK and USA. Bienal do Livro 
São Paulo, BookExpo America, eBooks, Salon du Livre, The London Book Fair and Tokyo International Book 
Fair, collectively attract over 770,000 participants and 2,600 primary exhibitors and rights centre table holders, 
interested in buying or selling intellectual property rights, buying, selling or specifying titles, discovering the latest 
trends in publishing, understanding new markets or meeting authors and discovering new titles. 
 
Working closely with professional bodies, trades associations and government departments, Reed Exhibitions 
Books & Publishing portfolio ensures that each and every event is targeted and relevant to the book and 
publishing industry’s needs. As a result many of Reed Exhibitions books and publishing events are leaders in 
their markets. 
 
REED EXHIBITIONS 
Reed Exhibitions is the world’s leading events organizer, with over 500 events in 41 countries. In 2012 Reed 
brought together seven million active event participants from around the world generating billions of dollars in 
business. Today Reed events are held throughout the Americas, Europe, the Middle East, Asia Pacific and Africa 
and organized by 34 fully staffed offices. Reed Exhibitions serves 44 industry sectors with trade and consumer 
events and is part of the Reed Elsevier Group, a world leading provider of professional information solutions. 
www.reedexpo.com 
 

 
 


