Great New Poetry Books
Recommended for Young Adults
A National Poetry Day selection
Blood Moon
Lucy Cuthew, Walker Books, £7.99
Blood Moon is an extraordinary YA novel in verse about the online
shaming of a teenage girl. During Frankie’s first sexual experience with
the lovely Benjamin, she gets her period. It’s only blood, they agree.
But soon a graphic meme goes viral, turning an innocent, intimate
afternoon into something mortifying and damaging. As the online
shaming takes on a life of its own, Frankie begins to wonder: is her real
life over?
Cuthew’s Blood Moon is a vivid and funny story of first-time love,
hormone-fuelled sexuality and female friendship. Both shocking and
uplifting, it cuts to the heart of what it is to be a teenager today and
shows the power of friendship to find joy in even the darkest skies.

SLAM! You’re Gonna Wanna Hear This
Edited by Nikita Gill, Macmillan Children’s Books, £7.99
SLAM! You’re Gonna Wanna Hear This is a joyful celebration of the
ground-breaking poets making their voices heard in the spoken word
scene.
Empowering, inspiring and often hilarious, poetry slams are a platform
for well-known and emerging talent from all walks of life where every
style of poetry has a home. With celebrated poets such as Raymond
Antrobus and Dean Atta guest starring alongside up-and-coming voices,
this is the perfect way in to the world of modern poetry. Each poet will
introduce their poem, tell you about themselves and give you a tip for
preparing brilliant poetry for your owns.

The Girl and the Goddess
Nikita Gill, Ebury Press, £12.99
With Nikita Gill, international poetry sensation, follow the inspirational
journey of a young girl into fearless womanhood guided by powerful
deities along the way. We’ll meet Kali, the goddess of death and time
who is also a strong mother figure; Saraswati, the goddess of learning,
without whom we are only confusion; Parvati, goddess of love, power
and renewal, who can embody many forms when her emotions overtake
her. Astrology, spirituality and beauty come together as a gift from the
universe to help navigate love, loss, death and life.
Complete with beautiful hand-drawn illustrations, this book weaves
ancient tales into a potent tonic for our times.

Run, Rebel
Manjeet Mann, Penguin, £7.99
A stunning and accessible debut YA novel in verse about being torn
between two cultures, perfect for fans of Sarah Crossan, Rupi Kaur and
Bend It Like Beckham.
When Amber runs, it’s the only time she feels completely free – far
away from her claustrophobic home life. Her father wants her to be a
dutiful daughter, waiting for an arranged marriage like her sister Ruby.
Running is a quiet rebellion. But Amber wants so much more – and
she’s ready to fight for it. It’s time for a revolution.

Gloves Off
Louisa Reid, Guppy Books, £9.99
A page-turning and immersive YA novel in verse, telling the story of
Lily who takes up boxing in an attempt to fight back against bullying at
school; a story of hope and resilience breaking through even the most
difficult situations.
Lily turns 16 with two very different sides to her life: school, where she
is badly bullied, and home with her parents, warm and comforting but
with its own difficulties. After a particularly terrible incident, Lily’s dad
determines to give his daughter the tools to fight back. He
introduces her to boxing, encouraging Lily to find her own worth.

Poems to Save the World With
Chosen and Illustrated by Chris Riddell, Macmillan, £12.99
In Poems to Save the World With, Chris Riddell has selected and
illustrated his favourite classic and modern poems.
This gorgeous collection, Chris’s follow-up to one of The Bookseller’s
best poetry books of the last 25 years, Poems to Live Your Life By, will
ignite your inner activist with poems touching on climate change,
human rights and other life issues. Classic verses sit alongside the
modern to create the ultimate collection, and a perfect gift for all.

She Will Soar: Poems of Freedom and Wanderlust by Women
Ana Sampson, Macmillan Children’s Books, £14.99
A stunning gift book featuring 150 poems about wanderlust, freedom
and escape written by women. With poems from classic, well-loved
poets as well as innovative and bold modern voices, She Will Soar is
an essential addition to any bookshelf. Collected by anthologist Ana
Sampson, She Will Soar contains an inclusive array of voices, from
modern and contemporary poets. Immerse yourself in poems from
Maya Angelou, Wendy Cope, Ysra Daley-Ward, Emily Bronte, Carol
Ann Duffy, Fleur Adcock, Liz Berry, Jackie Kay, Imtiaz Dharker, Helen
Dunmore, Emily Dickinson, Mary Oliver, Christina Rossetti, Margaret
Atwood and Dorothy Parker, to name but a few.

