What is pink?

COLOUR IN POETRY
Make rainbow poems with
the whole class or school.

Key stage 2

What is pink? a rose is pink
By a fountain’s brink.
What is red? a poppy’s red
In its barley bed.
What is blue? the sky is blue
Where the clouds float thro’.
What is white? a swan is white
Sailing in the light.
What is yellow? pears are yellow,
Rich and ripe and mellow.
What is green? the grass is green,
With small flowers between.
What is violet? clouds are violet
In the summer twilight.
What is orange? Why, an orange,
Just an orange!

Christina Rossetti

Share your Vision poem
with us online with
hashtag #MyNPDPoem.

STARTER (10 MINS)

Introduce the idea that poets often make us pause and think about familiar things in different ways, as well as imagining things we
can’t see. Different people associate colours with different things, but we have some metaphors in common e.g. ‘seeing red’ or
‘rose-coloured spectacles’.
•
•
•

Ask children about what they associate with different colours. For example, blue might be sadness and green might be wildlife.
Are there some colours they like more than others? Why?
You might want to touch on the idea that not all humans (or animals) experience colour in the same way.

TEAM POETRY WRITE (10 MINS)

In her poem ‘What is pink?’, Rossetti invites us to reflect on the fact that the orange fruit has the
same name as its colour. The fruit came first! It also challenges us to think of different orange objects.
•
•
•
•
•

Divide the children into teams.
Give each team a different orange item: a bottle of juice or fizzy drink, an image of a goldfish, a
carrot, a pumpkin, an image of a sunset, and so on. Don’t let the rest of the class see their item.
Ask each pupil to write a line about their team’s object, describing it cryptically. For example,
the bottle could be described as ‘fizzy pops and tangy magic, gulped down in thirsty delight.’
When they are finished, ask the team to put their lines in an order of their choice.
Each team will share their poem and the rest of the class can guess what their object was. have

Check out this video of life through a newborn’s eyes:
www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2017/apr/11/
vision-thing-how-babies-colour-in-the-world
This gives an idea of what it’s like to be colour blind:
www.colourblindawareness.org/parents/
And this is what colour is like for a snake:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=wYxiffT7izY

WRITE A POEM (20 MINS)

Allow children some time to write their own colour poem.
•
•
•

Borrow a line from the previous activity or from Rossetti’s poem as a title of a new poem or as the first line of a new poem.
Colour endangered! Imagine what it would be like if a colour suddenly went extinct like an animal. What would we miss from our world?
Ask children to write an ode to a favourite colour and all it evokes: yellow Cheerio mornings, dandelions in the cracks in the path…

POETRY FEEDBACK AND SHARING

Ask students to read and give feedback on each other’s poems in pairs or groups. If you are running a National Poetry Day Assembly, you could ask pupils
to wear the colour their poem explores and have a ‘rainbow sharing’.

Share a poem by tagging it #MyNPDPoem

