
MESSAGES 
IN SPACE
This poem is about a real space 
probe called Rosetta, which 
is currently orbiting around a 
comet, collecting information to 
send back to earth. The activity 
will help you write your own new 
poem in the voice of the comet.

An activity by Rachel Piercey for 
The Emma Press. 

The Emma Press’s children’s 
anthology Watcher of the Skies: 
Poems about Space and Aliens is 
out now. 
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Key Stage 1-2

Message for Rosetta

Rosetta, Rosetta,
tell us how long it
will take you to get to
the Kuiper-belt comet?

Ten years, ten years,
past asteroids, Mars,
soaking up sun rays
to power my task.

Rosetta, Rosetta,
what’s in your pocket
to give as a gift
to the Kuiper-belt comet?

A message, a message,
a disc etched with words,
so whoever finds it
may understand Earth.

Rosetta, Rosetta,
now you’re in orbit!
What have you found
on the Kuiper-belt comet?

It’s singing, it’s singing,
a high flinty hum –
don’t know what it means
but our talk has begun…

by Rachel Piercey
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Read the poem together and discuss 
the different messages it contains. 
Then create a group performance, 
making it as atmospheric as possible. 

The class could do some research 
on the Rosetta stone, for background 
information on this famous message 
from the past.

Send your own message back to 
Rosetta by writing a poem in the voice 
of the Kuiper-belt comet, 67P. 

What might the comet be trying to 
communicate? 
Jot down some ideas. 

You could think about:

How does the comet feel about being 
alone in space? 
Describe the comet’s emotions and its vast 
surroundings.

What does the comet think about the 
arrival of Rosetta? 

Can the comet understand the message 
on the disc of languages? 
What might this message say?

Describe (or imagine) the sound of the 
comet ‘singing’. 

Is there a message the comet wants 
Rosetta to carry back to earth?

Look through what you’ve written and 
choose your favourite ideas to write 
your poem. 

Rosetta is a space probe currently 
studying a comet called 67P, 
originally from the Kuiper belt. Along 
with all its amazing machinery for 
collecting information, Rosetta carries 
a small disc etched with text in 1000 
different languages, which can be 
read with a microscope.

The probe is called Rosetta after the 
famous Rosetta stone of 196BC, which 
was discovered in 1799 and helped 
language experts understand the 
meaning of Egyptian hieroglyphs. 

The Rosetta probe has recorded a 
mysterious singing sound coming 
from comet 67P, which you can hear 
at bbc.in/1pUpG1l. 

Once you have finished a draft of 
your poem, write it up for display. 
How will you illustrate it? 
Perhaps with drawings of comets or 
planets? 
Or could you write your poem within 
an outline of the shape of the original 
Rosetta stone?

The end of the poem says “our talk has 
begun”. Once your class’s poems have 
been on display for a while, another 
class might like to write their own poem 
in the voice of the Rosetta space probe, 
responding to the words of the comet.

You could display these side by side as 
a space conversation!
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